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Light, strong and easy 
to handle 


Wherever lightness, combined with great mechanical 
strength, is of paramount importance in the erection of 
partitions, there you will find that Sankey’s Cranham Blocks 
have been specified. 

For over 30 years they have been the choice of leading 
Architects and Builders throughout the country. 

Being of burnt Terra Cotta, fired at high temperature, they 
do not expand or contract, and possess excellent sound 
and heat insulating properties. 

Prices and full particulars on application. 
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canennampeuieeeas Telephone : HOLborn 6949 (14 lines). 
22, ALDWYCH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. Telegrams : BRICKWORK, ESTRAND, LONDON. 





“HARCO” 


VENTILATORS 


‘*HARCO ”’ Self-acting Ventilators ensure an 
ettective draught-free method of ventilation 
for buildings of any type—Camp Hutments, 
Hostels, Hospitals, Schools, Workshops, etc. 


**HARCO ”’ Ventilators are made 
in a wide range of patterns and 
sizes in Zinc, Copper and Gal- 


vanized Steel. No. 104 
With round pipe 
stem. 


MILD STEEL 
VENTILATING PIPING 
in any size, gauge or 
section. 


Write for illustrated 
Catalogue K 481. 
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WOOLWICH RDO 
LONDON $S.E.7. 
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SHERARDIZING 
PREVENTS 
RUST! 


SHERARDIZING IS FULFILLING AN IMPORTANT ROLE 
IN THE NATIONAL EFFORT 


ZINC ALLOY RUST-PROOFING CO. LTD. 


Crawford Street, 
Rochdale, Lancs 


Shakespeare Street, 
Wolverhampton 


Minerva Road, 
Chase Estate, London, N.W.10 


Copies of Information Sheet No. 108 and 
Text Book ‘‘ Sherardizing ’’ free on application 
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. Don't let those 
g ideas go 
up in 
ante) icon 


* Visions-of clean architectural lines, neat walls and ceilings—how often they are 
spoiled by the intrusion of necessary metal flues and ducts! But now ducts of Incorrosible 
Urastone can be ‘ built in,’’ or applied neatly to walls and ceilings, their smooth stone- 


like surfaces being no more obtrusive than pilasters or beams. y& Incorrosible Urastone is a 


fine heat insulator, suitable for all normal flue work. It is a sound insulator, too, and when 
used in ventilating systems it does not reverberate the noise of fans or motors. 7 if you have 
a flue or air duct problem, we ask you to consider the advantages of URASTONE. In any 
case, please let us send you the detailed URASTONE Reference Catalogue for your files. 
Cellactite & British Uralite Ltd., Terminal House, 

52, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.! 


Works : Higham, Kent 
’Phone : SLOane 5127 (4 lines). ’Grams : Cellactite, Sowest, London 
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MINISTRY OF WORKS AND BUILDINGS 





Control of Civil Building 


— begry REGULATIONS, 1939, REGULATION 56A 
(S.R. & O. 1941 No. 1596 and S.R. & O. 1941 No. 1986) 


TO ALL PERSONS 
_ INTENDING 
TO CARRY OUT ANY 
BUILDING 
OR CONSTRUCTION WORK 


A from Ist JANUARY, 1942, arevised Defence Regulation 56A 
will come into force. Under the new Regulation, no work of 


REPAIR (including repair of CONSTRUCTION 
WAR DAMAGE) 

MAINTENANCE OF PREMISES | *=CONSTRUCTION 

DECORATION ALTERATION 

REDECORATION DEMOLITION 


is permitted in the United Kingdom if the total cost of the work 
exceeds £100, unless a licence to carry out such work has first been 
obtained from a Regional! Licensing Officer of the Ministry. 


In addition, no work of the kind mentioned above may be under- 
taken on any single property in the United Kingdom if the cost of 
such work together with the cost of any other such work carried out 
on that single property during the 12 months immediately preceding 
exceeds the sum of £100 unless a licence has first been obtained in 
respect of such work. 


NOTE: This limit of £100 includes cost of labour 
in every case. 


Local or Highway Authorities and Public Utility Veatadiinns 
require to obtain an authorisation from the appropriate Government 
Department for work of construction, reconstruction, or alteration 
only, the cost of which exceeds £100 


Copies of the new Defence Regulation 56A may be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, or through any bookseller. 

Copies of a new (third) edition of the ** Notes for the Guidance of 
Applicants” may be obtained from the Regional Licensing Officer, 
Ministry of Works and Buildings at one of the following centres :— 


London Tunbridge Wells Birmingham Leeds 
Edinburgh Reading Nottingham Manchester 
Cardiff Cambridge Bristol Newcastle 


IN THEIR OWN INTERESTS EMPLOYERS 
NOT REGISTERED as Building or Civil Engin- 
eering Contractors who have in their direct 
employment staff engaged on the maintenance 
of their own premises, and who have not made 
the return on form 8B.C.E.4 (available at 
Employment Exchanges) SHOULD DO 
SO IMMEDIATELY. 

















Introducing the 


BELCO 12 GUINEA 


CHLORINATOR 





Simple - Inexpensive - Efficient 
Compact - Easy to Maintain 


This new Water Chlorinator is revolu- 
tionary in that it reduces the system of 
water sterilization to an extremely 
simple operation. 


The efficiency of the unit in operation 
proves how unnecessary it is to go to the 
expense of installing more complicated 
apparatus. This new Chlorinator does 
the work equally as well and the tre- 
mendous saving in the initial cost in 
comparison, makes it such an attractive 
proposition that everyone responsible 
for installations of this nature should 
know more of it. 


WRITE NOW! 

This new Chlorina- 
tor is fully described 
and illustrated in 
Folder B.C. 41 and 
you are invited to 
write for a copy now 


The 





WATER CHLORINATOR 


(Prov. Pat. No. 11019) 


A. BELL & CO. LTD., (Dept. A) Gold Street, Northampton 
Phone 77 (2 lines) 
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FIXING aT oo 1 


BUTT JOINT. "Ww: 
SYSTEM. 


iS henealienaieemeeenal 
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"P’ SYSTEM. 





JOINTS MAY BE GROUTED 
AND FELT FINISH APPLIED 
DIRECT. 


SCREED IF REQUIRED. 







Za 


GRIPFAST PLATE. 


PURLINS AT 36%" "R” SYSTEM FIXING. 


WELLINLITH: SHEETING. 
LIGHTWEIGHT FACTORY ROOFING 


as recommended by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research Wartime 
Building Bulletin No. 15A. 


13” < 2” Timber-Reinforced Wellinlith Sheeting with P.C. Screed and Mastic or Roofing 
Felt finish supported on purlins at 3’ 6}” centre to centre provides an economical 
and effective roof having a deadweight of under 7 lbs. per foot super and a high 
thermal insulation value. No steel whatever is required in the roof sheeting. 


The detail drawings indicate alternative methods of fixing 
| / 
! | 


Mm "SYSTEM. . "H" SYSTEM. 


© WZ srs 
WELLINLITH 


THE MARLEY TILE COMPANY LIMITED 
Head Office: LONDON ROAD . RIVERHEAD . SEVENOAKS . KENT 
Telephone and Telegrams : SEVENOAKS 1251 _ WORKS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
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THE BUILDING INDUSTRY IS VITAL TO VICTORY 


MAN-POWER :: BUILDING INDUSTRY 





PERSONNEL IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Man-hours lost 
are a gain 
fo the 


ENEMY 























T.. building industry is facing a tremendous challenge —a 
challenge that bears an enormous responsibility. Every job it 
undertakes must be handled with the utmost speed and efficiency, 
for on the work of this Winter the nation depends for its output 
of tanks and guns, ships and ’planes. 

To combat the difficulties of a reduced labour force, every 
individual must play his part to the full, but the management 
carries the responsibility for the team. The co-operation of all 
concerned will increase the efficiency of each. Help your men 
to keep on the job and put their best into the task at hand. 
Good leadership promotes good workmanship. 


ACCIDENTS MUST BE PREVENTED 


@ The British Medical Association estimate that the annual financial loss to 
industry from accidents to workers is £30,000,000. This is a colossal figure in 
cash and in addition, represents a grave waste of man-power. Yet 80 per cent. 
of accidents are avoidable. The imsistence that safety devices should always 
be used is most desirable. They are not only a protection to the individual 
workman but may affect the safety of his workmates too. An adequate medical 
service should always be available for the initial treatment of injuries. ° 


Space presented to the Nation by Austins of East Ham Ltd. 
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| 
with the aid of 
THE TRUSCON ANTI-FLOOD SHELTER TANK 

the Success of which has been Nation-wide | 

Illustrations of the Truscon Anti-Flood Shelter Tank showing its application are given above. Further details | 

and quotations will be given on application to : | 

THE TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL GCOMPANY LIMITED | 

6, Collingham Gardens, Earls Court,S.W.5. Telephone: FRObisher 8141 | 

Le eee | 
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THE 


ARCHITECTS’ 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 
WITH WHICH INCORPORATED THE BUILDERS’ 
JOURNAL AND THE ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEER 
IS PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY THE ARCHI- 
TECTURAL PRESS (PUBLISHERS OF THE ARCHITECTS’ 
JOURNAL, THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, SPECI- 
FICATION, AND WHO’S WHO IN ARCHITECTURE) 
FROM 45 THE AVENUE, CHEAM, SURREY 


THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS : 


BY POST IN THE UNITED KINGDOM...... £1 3 10 
BY POST TO CANADA... <...6.0.00 cciscien ec £1 3 10 
BY POST ELSEWHERE ABROAD........ £1 8 6 


SPECIAL COMBINED RATE FOR SUBSCRIBERS TAKING 
BOTH THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AND THE 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL : INLAND £2 6s. ; ABROAD 


£2 10s. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY BE BOOKED AT ALL NEWSAGENTS 


SINGLE COPIES, SIXPENCE ; POST FREE, EIGHTPENCE. 
SPECIAL NUMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN SUBSCRIPTION ; 
SINGLE COPIES, ONE SHILLING ; POST FREE, ls. 3D. 
BACK NUMBERS MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS OLD 
(WHEN AVAILABLE), DOUBLE PRICE. 


* 
SUBSCRIBERS CAN HAVE THEIR VOLUMES BOUND 


COMPLETE WITH INDEX, IN CLOTH CASES, AT A 
cost oF 10s. EACH. CARRIAGE ls. EXTRA 


45 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey 
TELEPHONE : VIGILANT 0087-9 (3 LiNEs) 





The Editor will be glad to receive MS. articles 
and also illustrations of current architecture in this 
country and abroad with a view to publication. 
Though every care will be taken, the Editor cannot 
hold himself responsible for material sent him. 
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The fact that goods made of raw materials in short supply 
owing to war conditions are advertised in this JOURNAL 


should not be taken as an indication that they are necessarily 
available for export. 


Owing to the paper shortage the JOURNAL, in common with all 
other papers, 1s now only supplied to newsagents on a “‘ firm 
order”? basis. This means that newsagents are now unable to 
supply the JOURNAL except to a client’s definite order. 
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119 The empire of Justinian is hardly more than both daring and mature, the opportunity 
amyth. The fame of his encouragement of was splendidly accepted . . . . We in this 
40 Architecture is unlikely to perish. The country will shortly be favoured with one of 
cathedral of the Holy Wisdom, the palaces the great building opportunities of history. 
| whose polychromed marbles were reflected We join’ with architects in looking 
in the blue waves of the Golden Horn, the confidently ahead —and in the days to 
numerous churches of the Levant and Near come, trust that Celotex will make an 
East. the precious mosaics—the age was essential contribution. 


CELOTEX LIMITED * STONEBRIDGE PARK, N.W.10 ° FACTORY: WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX 
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STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 


py DAWNAYS 


In normal times wherever new building work was 
in progress ‘‘Steelwork by Dawnays" was a sign that 
frequently adorned the skyline, and great skeleton frames 


of steel rose up sturdily and with surprising rapidity. 


To-day those same steel-framed buildings are 
standing up to a severer test than ever it was imagined they 
would have to do. To quote from an author well experienced 
in the effects of High Explosive ‘‘the fully framed building is 
the only method which withstands really well the effect of H.E.” 


When, happily, architects, engineers and town 


planners are working enthusiastically on post-war reconstruction 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK by DAWNAYS 


will be a reassuring sign of planned progress. 


DAWNAYS LIMITED 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
STEELWORKS ROAD, BATTERSEA, LONDON, S.W.1II 


KING’S DOCK, SWANSEA - CARDIFF - NORWICH WELWYN GARDEN CITY - SOUTHAMPTON ‘ROMFORD 
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Kn common with every other periodical and newspaper in the country, this 
JOURNAL is rationed to a small proportion of its peace-time requirements 
of paper. This means that it is no longer a free agent printing as many 
pages as it thinks fit and selling to as many readers as wish to buy it. Instead 
a balance has to be struck between circulation and number of pages. A 
batch of new readers may mean that a page has to be struck off, and con- 
versely a page added may mean that a number of readers have to go short 
of their copy. Thus in everyone’s interest, including the reader’s, it is 
important that the utmost 
economy of paper should be 
practised, and unless a reader 
is a subscriber he cannot be 
sure of getting a copy of the 
JouRNAL. We are sorry 
for this but it is a necessity 
imposed by the war on all 
newspapers. 








from AN ARCHITECT’S Commonplace Book 


“If every man confined his observations to subjects 
upon which he is qualified to speak there would be 
throughout the world an almost deathly silence.” 


Chinese Proverb. 








CUT DOWN YOUR 
BUILDING 


Defence Regulation 56 A, sum- 
marised on page 411, appears at 
first sight to differ little from 
regulations already in force. But in 
fact it represents a big tightening-up 
of the control over civil building. 
The two main differences are :— 
(1) The old regulations applied 
only to construction, reconstruction 
and alteration, but the new regula- 
tions cover every type of work 
including maintenance decoration and 
the repair of war damage ; (2) the 
old regulations related to a single 
building operation. The new apply 
to a single property as defined for 
Schedule A income tax assessment. 
The amount that can now be spent 
on any one property within 12 
months is limited to £100 unless 
special licence is first obtained from 
the Regional Officer of the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings. The aim 
of existing regulations was primarily 
to establish an order of priority. 
The aim of the new regulations is to 
restrict civil building to the absolute 
minimum necessary to keep the 
country going in order to free building 
labour now employed locally for 
work of national importance. If any 
operation is executed or work is 
carried out in contravention of these 
regulations, the person who pays for 
the work, the contractor who executes 
it, and the architect (or any other 
person employed in an advisory or 
supervisory capacity) will each be con- 
sidered guilty of an offence against the 
regulation and be liable to prosecution. 




















NEWS 


SOCIAL SURVEYORS 


Mr. Clough Williams Ellis opening 
the Exhibition, Living in Cities, which 
is now on view at the housing centre, 
compared architects to stage carpenters, 
whose job is to carry out the instructions 
of others, and disclaimed on _ their 
behalf responsibility for setting the 
programme that should be followed 
when cities are rebuilt. 

The business of programme setting, 
he suggested, should be carried out by 
members of a new profession, and he 
boldly asked for the expansion of 
existing beaurocracy to include what he 
called social surveyors as opposed to 
district surveyors, whose training should 
be based on the new sciences of 
psychology, sociology and anthropology 
as opposed to engineering and the 
study of drains. 

Sections of our towns are adequate 
if they are judged purely from a 
physical and technical point of view. 
But though a medical officer of health 
might be reasonably content with the 
physical condition of many citizens a 
social surveyor confronted with the 
best of them, would exclaim in horror : 
“These people are not even happy; 
their reaction to esthetic stimuli is 
alarmingly poor: they are socially 
pigeon-chested. 

Social surveyors, he contended, would 
not encroach upon the position of 
architects, but would support them, 
and brief them, realizing their value, 
just as a solicitor is anxious to secure 
the services of a clever barrister on 
behalf of his client. They would 
prefer artists to aldermen, poets to 
politicians, and accord to archited¢ts the 
homage at present reserved for arch- 
angels. 

His audience agreed in thinking that 
technical considerations rather than 
theoretical optimums should determine 
the size of towns, and that controlled 
satellites had in practice proved un- 
successful. It was generally agreed, 
however, that neighbourhoods and sub- 
centres should be planned as optimum 
social units, making use of existing 
local feeling which has been greatly 
revived by the war. 

Mr. Austen Hall, in a pithy and 
picturesque argument, heartily endorsed 
the need for a social surveyor. At 
present, he said, everything is deter- 
mined by the road engineer who is 
conscious only of his duty to design 
curves suitable for motor traffic. The 
radius of the curve and the width of 
roadway di¢tate the position of the 
gutter: add on to that the width of 
the curb and you get the building line. 
Build on that until you are stopped by a 
height restriction and you have a town. 
Our present environment is simply a 
gutter plan projected in the air. 
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The English landscape has been shaped by Englishmen 
—that is the story of this issue—and its unusual 
variety and charm is due, perhaps, to the fact that 
the Englishman himself is more of a mongrel than 
most. The two portraits reproduced above might be 
said to represent the original strains of a cultural 
marriage, represented in this case by a classical 


Roman and a Celtic Briton. The larger of the two 
is probably a portrait of the Emperor Claudius who 
conquered Britain in 41—54 A.D. It is monumental 
in character, but at the same time the artist has 
emphasized individual features—the ugly ears, the 
contemptuous mouth. The other is its British counterpart of the 
same period. The general plastic modelling and the realistic detail 
is Roman. The rest is pure Celt. The bulging eyes have an expression 
no Roman sculpture ever had and the reddish colouring, of which 
traces are still visible, must have emphasized the uncanny appear- 
ance. These two heads, so similar in subject, so dissimilar in 
execution, illustrate forcibly a temperamental difference which 
underlies English and continental art, a difference which shows 
itself by a preference for intensity of expression rather than 
perfection of form, for line rather than volume, for movement 


ROMAN IN T 


HOUSING CENTRE 


Following meetings are to be held :— 


hospitals), £274,527 ; 


Swimming Pools, Play- 
ing Fields, Recreation Grounds, Open Spaces, 





rather than repose. These opposite sets of values have waged a tug- 
of-war over our landscape ever since, neither gaining complete 


mastery. Their manifestations have been called respectively 
Gothic, romantic, picturesque and naturalistic on the one hand ; 
classical, academic, sublime, beautiful and boring on the other. 
Both have contributed much to the English scene. Photographs 
reproduced from an exhibition called English Art and the Mediter- 
ranean now on view at the Warburg Institute, Imperial Institute 
Buildings, one of the best exhibitions ever held in this country, 
which all who can should see. 


0 ENGLISH 


David W. Smith, Chairman of the Building 
Societies’ Association and General Manager 


a ‘6s : etc., £26,766; Water Supply, £155,096 ; c “eo +73: et = 
Tuesday, December 30. Planning for Disposal of Waste edeta | aces and ” ~~ a — oe —- 
Post-War Gloucestershire.” By Gordon Sewage Disposal and Refuse Destruction), recently = — ree tara! ah ‘eo Bu “di 
Payne, F.S.1., M.T.P.I., County Planning £69,342; Education Services (including shire , County: Association © ey 
Officer, Gloucestershire. 1 p.m. Libraries and Museums), £342,399; Air Societies. ; 
Tuesday, January 6. “Location of Raid Precautions, £312,573: Roads and He intimated that he would shortly invite 
Industry.” By Professor Sargant Florence. Bridges (including Private Street Works), the Council of the Building Societies 
£123,684 ; Other Services, £86,268. Total, Association (which represents 369 societies 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 41,529,222. with £750,000,000 assets) to issue a con- 


Loans sanétioned during the quarter 
ended September 30, 1941, to Local 
Authorities in England and Wales. 
Housing, £138,567; Municipal 

(including Clinics, Sanatoria 


Services 
and _ mental 


FUTURE OF BUILDING 
Building societies, after two years of war, 
are better equipped to face the future than 
they were at. its outbreak, declared Mr. 


sidered statement on the movement's 
attitude towards the housing problem that 
would confront the nation at the conclusion 
of hostilities. 


“* The end of the war_will see_a tremendous 
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need for houses and for a colossal building 
programme,” declared Mr. Smith. “ Not 
only will arrears accumulated during the 
years of building suspension have to be 
made good, but thousands of houses, as 
well as commercial, industrial and eccles- 
jastical buildings will be needed to replace 
those destroyed by enemy action. Public 
works held in abeyance will have to be 
started to rehabilitate industry and to 
create employment. Given adequate 
Government support, the building industry 
can exercise a vast influence in averting or 
controlling the deplorable booms and 
slumps which brought suffering and loss to 
so many in the last post-war era.” 


EXTENDED CONTROL OF CIVIL 
BUILDING 


At the Ministry of Works and Buildings 
last week it was announced that, as from 
January 1, 1942, a rev ised Defence Regula- 
tion 56A will come into force which will 
extend the existing control over work of 
construction, reconstruction and alteration, 
to include the following :— 
Repair (including the 
War DaMAGE), 
MAINTENANCE OF PREMISES. 
DECORATION, 
DEMOLITION, 
PROTECTION OF PREMISES AGAINST Hos- 
TILE ATTACK. 
The position, after January 1, 


REPAIR OF 


1942, will 


be that no operation, consisting of work of 


any or all of the above categories (excluding 
maintenance), will be permitted in the 
United Kingdom if the total cost of such 
operations exceeds £100 unless a licence to 
carry out such work has first been obtained 
from a Regional Licensing Officer of the 


‘ Ministry of Works and Buildings. 


In addition, no work as above-mentioned 
including maintenance) may be carried 
out on any single property in the United 
Kingdom if the cost of such work, together 
with the cost of any other such work carried 
out on that single property during the 
12 months immediately preceding, exceeds 
the sum of £100, unless a licence has first 
been obtained in respect of such work. The 
12 months’ period will be reckoned as the 
12 months immediately preceding the date 
of application. 

The position as regards Local and Highway 
Authorities and Public Utility Under- 
takings remains unchanged. Such authori- 
ties and bodies require as at present to 
obtain an authorisation from the appropriate 
Government Department for work of con- 
struction, reconstruction and _ alteration 
only, the cost of which exceeds £100. 

Note.—IJn computing the cost of an operation 
or work for which an authorisation or licence is 
required the value of materials (whether new or 
second-hand) in the possession of the building 
owner or his agent and the cost of labour, over- 
head charges, profits, and fees for professional 


services (e.g., Architects’ fees, etc.) must always 
be included. 

The revised Regulation introduces a new system of 
“rationing’’ applicable to a _ single property 

his rationing system is largely necessitated by the 
inclusion, of ‘‘ maintenance ’’ work within the control 
Its inclusion means, in effect, that a licence from the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings will almost certainly 
be re quired if only one man is permanently employed 
on the maintenance of a single property because wages 
are iicdeded in the £100 limit. 

The Ministry will grantean annual licence in respect of 
Maintenance where more than £100 has to be spent on 
€ssential maintenance work on a single property during 
any one year. This licence will be grantéd in advance for 
the year and will allow the building owner to carry out 

Subject to such conditions as may be specified) the 
humerous small items of work necessary for the mainten- 


ance of the property. 
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UNCOMIC STRIP 


T is twelve years since this JOURNAL was last published 
on Christmas Day—Wednesday, December 25th, 1929 to 
be precise. ‘‘ Life is good, life is fat and plenteous, life 
will bring things to us anon,” wrote the leader writer of 

that day, and he was right in thinking life would bring us 
things. It has. If it has brought us rather more than we 
expected there is enough in his contention—‘“‘on this day we 
may forget all things that trouble us”—to furnish an excuse 
for the diversion provided by the present issue. For this issue, 
though it is concerned with a battle—even though it is con- 
cerned with what is called on the next page a Battle of Britain 
—is only concerned with the present battle in so far as that 
little affair may be regarded as a phase in a greater contest 
which is going on around us all the time. 

Let the confession be made. The accident of publication 
on Christmas Day, 1941 has prompted the JOURNAL” 
embark on an enterprise alien to its chastely technical habit : 
nothing less, to be frank, than an experiment in popular 
journalism, or more accurately an attempt to apply popular 
journalism to an unpopular subject. <A piece of land— 
Our Village—has been treated as though it were the Principal 
Boy in a ‘novel kind of Christmas pantomime in which One 
Thing After Another happens in a rapid succession of scenes. 
Or if that seems too fanciful a statement, let us put it in terms 
of Fleet Street rather than Drury Lane and say Our Village 
has been made the hero of a new kind of uncomic comic-strip. 

The comic-strip, of course, is the form in which in the 
earlier days Pip, Squeak and Wilfred, and in later, Colonel - 
Up and Mr. Down were (and are) presented daily to a 





* With the collaboration of the Housing Centre. 
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grateful public. The only novelty of the present adaptation 
of that art lies in the application of the comic-strip technique 
to a subject which is not comic and to a theme not quite so 
warmly human as Pop or Popeye. 

Whether the experiment succeeds or not, most architects 
—and certainly most educationists—would agree that there is 
a real need that someone should dramatize contemporary prob- 
lems in a way that will mean something to the Dot and Carrie 
public. The distinction made by the man in the street 
between good entertainment and highbrow stuff is largely 
unreal; it springs from what amounts to an unconscious 
classification by him of subjects into those which brilliant 
showmanship has brought to life and those which have never 
left the clutches of the dons. There is a point no doubt where 
this ceases to be the case—the most brilliant exposition could 
hardly be expected to make the calculus clear to an unmathe- 
matical mind—but there is a wide range of subjects mere 
human curiosity would lead most of us to investigate if we 
knew a sure way of side-stepping the academic preliminaries ; 
and of these subjects, one, we do most seriously contend, is 
the history of the land which makes clear so much of what 
is meant by planning. 

So here and now we put this belief to the test. Not how- 
ever on the public it is designed for. At first sight it may 
seem odd, in view of what has just been said, that this popular 
technique designed for the man-in-the-street should be tried 
out on a public of specialists cradled in the problems of 
planning and the facts of land. The explanation is a very 
simple one. It is also, the JOURNAL believes, a very 
important one. The idea of the specialist as a kind of 
monster figuring out unintelligible answers to inexplicable 
problems, is going out of date. Instead in many minds 
the feeling grows that it is not merely a pious ideal, it is a 
pre-requisite of democracy, that the individuals democracy 
is made up of should understand the problems democracy is 
up against, even when they are difficult ones. Unfortunately, 
these problems need expertly stating, and the opinion, long held, 
that there were contact men—journalists were thought to be 

. amongst them—who by popular exposition could bridge the 
gap between expert and public, has turned out to be, except 
in a few isolated cases, a false one. The non-specialist 
middle-man only falsifies a difficult issue when he sets out to 
simplify it. The only man who can state a case simply is the 
expert himself, which means that it is the architect, the 
planner in our particular field, who must prepare himself to 
interpret the problems of planning in terms the man in the 
street can understand; indeed this is one of the greatest jobs 
before the architect. What follows then is an attempt, not 
a very bright one perhaps, but an attempt, to provide the 
specialist with an example of the kind of job of popularization 
he has got to do. Those who sympathize with the intention are 
asked to treat the result with the tolerance their native good 
humour suggests, for as we started out by saying, it is after 

all Christmas Day, and Christmas is Christmas, even in 1941. 
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CHRIST CHURCH MALL 


On November 6 I ventured to 
criticize the route proposed for 
Christ Church Mall. Mr. Gilbert T. 
Gardner and Carfax, the author of 
the scheme, have both written to 
rebuke my temerity. Carfax has 
the advantage of me ; he knows the 
locality far better than I do, and is 
almost certainly right when he says 
that a by-pass south of the river is 
impossible. I do not doubt his word, 
but would like to know more pre- 
cisely why ? 

. 


Let me say exactly where Id like 
to put the Mall, and then if Carfax 
will take up the critic’s part, we 
may get somewhere. Starting from 
the Iffley Road, it would run down 
Jackdaw Lane instead of across 
playing fields and slap through a 
pavilion, leaving the athletes in their 
shaggy white trousers to pick their 
way as best they could through 
streams of motor traffic. Then in- 
stead of slewing round to traverse 
Christ Church Meadow it would 
cross the River Thames at a point 
just below the jundétion between the 
New Cut and the main stream, a 
point not shown on Carfax’s map. 
He says a skew bridge 350 ft. wide 
would be needed here. Why? As 
far as I can see the only difference it 
would make would be to remove 
the need for a separate bridge across 
the New Cut. 

* 
Once across the river two alterna- 
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tives lie open. The Mall could, if 
necessary, follow the south bank 
and cross Abingdon Road at the 
point chosen by Carfax (Scheme II). 
Alternatively it could continue 
straight ahead and cross it about a 
quarter of a mile further south (just 
north of the recreation ground). 
Apparently it could do this without 
disturbing anyone more important 
than the cows on Eastwick Farm. 

. 

From here onwards progress is 
The new by-pass could run 
parallel to the railway line and close 
beside it for the rest of its length, 
on land that is useless for any other 
purpose, partly because it is near the 
railway, partly because it is liable 
to flood. Nobody would ever be 
tempted to build along the new ring 
road. 


easy. 


* 


Measured on the map with a piece 
of string, this route is about a quar- 
ter of a mile longer than the route 
indicated on  Carfax’s scheme 
second version). It has, however, 
the advantage of being a smooth 
curve instead of a series of awkward 
bends; it leaves college sports 
grounds and river banks to athletes 
and idlers who are in a position to 
enjoy them ;_ and it skirts round the 
town instead of plunging through it. 
There may, of course, be objections 
that are not so obvious. 

- 


The question really at issue appears 
to be one of principle. Is a motor 
road a good way of opening up 
amenities ? Carfax clearly thinks it 
is. ‘“‘ The Mall,” he says, “ will 
give the river walks to Oxford and 
not merely to the fortunate few lack- 
ing other employment.” I should 
have said that modern town plan- 
ning theory flatly contradiéted this 
view. 
x» 

There is nothing selfishly exclusive 
about the river walks at present ; 
anyone who cares to step aside from 
St. Aldates is free to enjoy them. 
The only qualification for admit- 
tance is that he must go for pleasure 
and go on foot. No doubt the mea- 
dows aresometimes empty—it is part 
of their charm. Would more people 
really enjoy them if they were full of 
cars and lorries? The only people 
who would then be in a position to 
see both the river and the silhouette 
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suggestion for an 
Oxford by-pass (to 
the High) run- 
ning through Christ 
Church Meadows 
and called Christ 
Church Mall. The 
scheme is referred 
to by ASTRAGAL on 
page 412. The top 
map is turned up- 
side down in order 
to make the North 
Point correspond 
with that on the 
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of Oxford would flash by at 30 m.p.h. 
with their attention riveted on the 
number plate in front. 

* 

The redemption of the High is held 
out as a possible bait. But everyone 
knows by now that the usual result 
of a by-pass is an increase of traffic 
on the new road without any corres- 
ponding decrease on the old. 

. 


Later on in his letter Carfax says 

‘The Mall has the further advan- 
tage of opening up a derelict area, 
St. Ebbes, for the commercial ex- 
pansion of Oxford.” Quite apart 
from the question whether any sane 
person ‘wants the commercial ex- 
pansion of Oxford, is it wise to 
run a by-pass through the middle 
of an area thought to be suitable 
for re-development as a town 
centre ? 


SOLDIERS DO CARE 

The industrious dire&or of the 
Institute of Adult Education, Mr. 
W. E. Williams, is now with the 











|/Mfe 





Army in a newly constituted Army 
Bureau of Current Affairs. Amongst 
the current affairs which Mr. 
Williams finds the Army has an 
interest in is reconstruction. In 
fact he tells me that both officers 
and men have an insatiable appetite 
for material which serves discussions 
on the kind of physical world we can 
rebuild when the war is over. 
* 

Mr. Williams had ready at hand 
the exhibition, “‘ Living in Cities ” 
which Ralph Tubbs prepared for 
him a year ago, and which has been 
circulating ever since in town halls, 
rest centres and shelters. It is being 
duplicated in miniature for army 
huts. Now he has commissioned 
Noel Carrington and_ Elizabeth 
Denby to prepare a complementary 
exhibition on Homes. This will 
cover utilisation of space, furnishing 
equipment, decoration and use of 
garden. It is being undertaken in 
collaboration with the D.I.A., which 
is showing signs of life again. 


ASTRAGAL 
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LETTERS 


GILBERT T. GARDNER, F.R.I.B.A. 
* CARFAX ” 

R. R. MEADOWS 

E. S. W. ATHERTON 


Christ Church Mall * 


_Sir,—I have read Astragal’s notes in 
the JourNnaAL of November 6 and I 
have noted his suggestion in regard to 
the by-pass being placed on the south 
side of the main river. 

I suggest, however, that he has 
overlooked the main principle under- 
lying the proposal as sketched by Mr. 
Dale, viz., the provision of an inner 
ring road that would obviate the 
present necessity for all internal east and 
west bound traffic to traverse High 
Street and Carfax. 

I have developed the scheme a little 
more in detail with the variation that 
Christ Church Meadow would be 
interfered with as little as possible and 
instead of the join-up taking place 
north (or city) side of Folly Bridge, it 
would be on the south side of this 
bridge ; the reasons are indicated by a 
note on the plan enclosed herewith. 

GILBERT T. GARDNER. 


Sir, — “ Astragal,” reviewing my 
diversion on this subject, states the 
case with petrifying insight. That is 
the whole trouble—the swish of the 
cows’ tails in the meadow ! However, 
I did state that when the Mall was built 
there would still be room for the cows 
to chew their cud. I forgot to mention 
their tails, but there would be room for 
them, too. 

As for separating Oxford from the Isis, 
this is just the reverse of what the Mall 
_would do. At present it is a sabbath 
afternoon’s journey to the river walks. 
A friend of mine remarked to me that 


when he was there he said to himself 


*“How perfectly lovely!” but, he 
added, “I had to say it to myself.” 
The Mall will give the river walks to 





* See Astragal’s notes on page 412. 
+ The plan is reproduced on page 413—Ep., A.J. 


Oxford and not only to the fortunate 
few lacking other employment. The 
college barges are doomed in any case. 
The cost of their maintenance is too 
high and they serve little purpose other 
than that of grand stands and reduce 
the width of the river. They are to be 
replaced by bdathouses further down- 
stream, so that the Mall will have a 
clear view of the river on one side and 
a silhouette of Oxford on the other. 

Astragal, I am glad, admits that a 
road south of the city is required, and 
I did state that south of the river was 
impossible. Apart from the fact that 
it entails three bridges (one a skew 
bridge 350 ft. span across the Thames, 
I ask you !), it would not do the job 
that is essential, that of providing an 
alternativé route for the local traffic 
from east to west in order to relieve 
the traffic in the High; the High is 
now only a shambles. 

The Mall has the further advantage 
of opening up a derelict area, St. 
Ebbe’s, for the commercial expansion 
of Oxford, the lack of which is steadily 
destroying the character of the ancient 
city. 

But, there, Astragal has stated the 
case for the Defence, the swish would 
not be heard ; the case for the Plaintiff 
is that granting the greatness of the loss, 
the gain would be even greater. 

** CARFAX.” 
Oxford. 


Impington at Work 


Sir,—In your issue of November 13 
Capt. G. G. Haythornthwaite criticises 
Impington College as exemplifying 
all the shortcomings of contemporary 
Architecture. 

The first criticism is of “‘ finality of 
composition.”” In so far as the. masses 
are static, every building composition 
is final. It is true that transitory 
features of environment may have an 
effect on composition, but this will 
occur less in the case of contemporary 
than in “ traditional ’’ design, for the 
composition of the former is far less 
rigid and self-contained than that of 
the latter. Far from “ objecting to 
people,” modern architecture is a 
rational attempt to provide a scientific 
and esthetic background to living ; 
giving primary consideration not so 
much to the building, as to the life 
which goes on, in and around it. 

The second criticism is of “ utter 
dependence on specially selected land- 
scape... .” All truly representative 
architecture has recognised landscape 
and climate as influential factors in 
design. Instances of this are the con- 
siderations of silhouette and the use of 
sharp-chiselled sculpture in relation to 
the strong sunlight of Greece and 
Egypt, and the deeper profiling and 
use of colour in building materials 
in the diffused and modified light of 
Northern Europe. Modern architecture 
is essentially conscious of its collation 
with its natural environment. 


‘ 


The last criticism is of ‘‘ meanness in 
detail and materials.” The logical 
refusal to confuse features of decorative 
and plastic art with the esthetic 
expression of function, will produce 
what would be regarded as meanness 
in detail, only if judged according to 
an old esthetic standard. Moreover 
modern architecture is concerned with 
the full exploitation of the properties of 
materials, and the utilisation of the 
results of scientific research and experi- 
ment. 

Relics of the past may be admirable 
expressions of their own age, but can 
in no way be compared with Twentieth 
Century Architecture except in basic 
principles and first causes, for each 
age expresses itself according to its | 
knowledge and particular set of values, 
The achievement of a more ordered 
society will not be possible so long as 
there is a willingness to compromise 
with the past, and a refusal to acknow- 
ledge the potentialities of the present 
and the future. 

R. R. MEADOWS. 


Hull. 


Enamel Basins 


Sir,—I feel that I cannot let Miss 
Ledeboer’s explanation and attempted 
justification for the use of enamel 
wash-basins go by. 

Taking the question of cost first, 
I recognised in my letter the obvious 
fact that a range of fixed basins with 
all the necessary drainage and water 
connections is more expensive than a 
range of enamel basins. From the 
financial point of view, however, this 
first cost must be balanced against 
in the case of enamel basins the ultimate 
cost, that is, the cost of enamel basins 
plus the cost of the extra labour 
involved over the entire life of the 
building for the additional supervision 
required. I myself cannot believe that 
the extra first cost involved in providing 
fixed basins would be sufficient to 
determine whether or not a scheme 
was to be carried out. 

As to the chances of infection, 
obviously this must be greater for the 
very reason that several children will 
use the same water. 

The line of argument that movable 
basins give the child similar conditions 
to that which he or she is used to at 
home seems to me to be illogical, for 
if this line of justification were followed 
to its conclusion we will never get 
progress, for one might argue that 
one was justified in providing in a new 
house a kitchen range or an outside 
w.c. or c.c. just because the possible 
occupants of the new house had been 
used to these. 

Whilst the architect describes the 
scheme as a temporary war-time scheme 
I cannot but feel that the building will 
have a life of at least 30 years, I therefore 
feel that my criticism was justified. 


E. S. W. ATHERTON 
Harrow-on-the-Hill 
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STRUCTURAL 
STEELWORK 


Subject: Welding 21 : General Considera- 
tions and Principles of Design in 
Welded Steel : No. I 1, Frames (a). 


General : 


This series of Sheets on welded steel con- 
struction is a continuation of a preceding 
group dealing with riveted and bolted con- 
struction, and is intended to serve a similar 
purpose—namely, to indicate the way in 
which economical design as affected by 
general planning considerations may be 
obtained. 

Both the principles of design and the general 
and detailed application of welded steelwork 
are analysed in relation to the normal struc- 
tural requirements of buildings. The 
economies in cover and dead weight, resulting 
from lighter and smaller steel members and 
connections, are taken into consideration in 
the preliminary arrangement of the building 
components in order to obtain a maximum 
economy in the design of the steel framing. 

This Sheet is the eleventh of the section 
illustrating the general considerations and 
principles of design in welded steel, and is 
the first of four Sheets on the systems of 
welded frame construction. 


Multi-storey Frames : 


Frames may be used for multi-storey 
buildings as well as for one-storey buildings. 
In the latter case distinction must be made 
between multi-storey rigid frames (Figure |), 
and a. number of one-storey frames placed 
one on top of another (Figure 2). Such a 
series of frames is considered to be hinged 
at every support and the general rigidity of 
a building formed in this way is somewhat 
less than with multi-storey rigid frames. 
Preference should be given to multi-storey 
rigid frames where lightness of construction 
is employed assisted by every additional stiff- 
ness which can be provided, rather than 
to an arrangement involving large spans and 
loads, where heavy sections and strong 
corners would be required to give the 
necessary rigidity in spite of the hinges. 
This is explained by means of comparison in 
Figure 3a and b. 


Erection : 

Erection is usually simpler when a series of 
one-storey frames is used, than with multi- 
storey frames, as rigid joints need not be 
provided at the side. 


Application : (a) Multi-storey : 

In commercial buildings the shape of the 
frame is dictated by the space available, and 
only vertical and horizontal members will be 
employed. Frames can have either sharp 
corners (see Figure 4) or haunches (Figure 5). 
Haunches are cheaper and give greater 
rigidity, while sharp corners would be used 
where architectural requirements demand 
them. 


(b) Single Storey : 

For one-storey buildings (or for the roof of 
a multi-storey building) it is possible to vary 
the shape of the frame. 

A compromise is to be found between : 

(a) A shape which approximates to the line 
of thrust (see Sheet No. 14, Figure 8a), 
which provides the most economical 
steel construction. 

(b) A suitable fall of roof to provide the 
cheapest covering ; and 

(c) Considerations of space, e.g. headroom, 
heating, etc. 

Figure 6 gives a suitable section for in- 
dustrial buildings, allowing space for a crane. 
For planning purposes, the height at the 
centre is usually unimportant as such build- 
ings are not generally heated, but a better 
form results if the centre is raised. 

For ease of erection the equivalent of a 
hinge can be arranged in the centre (point A). 

Figure 7 shows a case where, due to the 
arrangement of a false ceiling, considerable 
constructional depth is available over the 
whole width—possibly to provide space for 
ducts or storage. In this case the horizontal 
part of the frame may consist of a lattice 
girder while, where space is limited, the 
columns would be of plate girder section. 

Figure 8 shows a form of construction which 
can be used for public buildings, e.g. market 
halls, exhibition halls, public baths, ‘railway 
stations, etc. In all these cases the shape 
can conform as closely as possible to the 
most economical one (i.e. to the line of 
thrust) while remaining polygonal to allow 
straight members to be retained for ease of 
fabrication. 

A hinge may or may not be arranged in 
the centre, depending on local conditions. 
Where galleries are required these can be 
arranged by means of hangers or by rigid 
cantilevers, as shown in Figure 9. 


Previous Sheets : 

Previous Sheets of this series on structural 
steelwork are Nos. 729, 733, 736, 737, 74l, 
745, 751, 755, 759, 763, 765, 769, 770, 772, 
773, 774, 775, 776, 777, 780, 783, 785, 789, 
790, 793, 796, 798, 799, 800, 801, 802, 804, 
805, 806, 807, 808, 809, 810, 8/11, 812, 813, 
814, 816, 819, 821, 822, 823, 824, 826, 827, 
828, 830, 832, 836, 837, 838, 839, 840, 842, 
843, 845, 847, 848 and 849. 
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F O R EW OR D 


By Kenneth M.P. 


[Late Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education] 


E are all in this rebuilding business together, 

\/ no one can escape, but children especially 

like building if they are given the chance. I 

know that there are obstinate and tiresome problems 

of money, materials and priorities, but we must 

make up our minds what sort of villages and cities 

and countryside we really desire. It is not only a 

question of buildings and architecture: we must 

also envisage the education and social life we think 
best for ourselves and our children. 

I will be bold and tell you my own dreams and 
plans. First of all comes the home, because family 
life matters most and the best way to make it happy 
is by relieving the hardest worker in the land—the 
mother—from as much drudgery as possible. There 
are a score of different ways by which this can be 
achieved, but one thing is essential, women must 
have much more to do with the planning of homes 
in the future. 

Second in importance I put the community 
centre, in the heart of which will be a series of 
schools for all ages. This will come under the new 
Ministry of Youth and Arts. Here will be found 
a nursery wing and clinic, offices for juvenile 
employment and the educational court (we shall 
not recognize ‘uvenile crime as_ such), the 
gymnasium, swimming bath and playing fields. 
These will be in constant use and will need careful 
planning by teams of architects with a practical 
social vision. 
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Thirdly and covering a wider region, there will 
be civic buildings which express the main needs of 
the area. Apart from markets and shops where 
wares are exhibited and commercial buildings with 
light airy offices to make the clerk and typist’s life 
more ihteresting, and apart from factories which 
would need a separate article to describe, we will 
have civic buildings like town halls, libraries 
and theatres. Over a still wider area there will be 
rest-homes and camps, some in the chain of 
national parks stretching from Cornwall to the 
Cairngorms, Universities with their hostels, and 
colleges of adult education, museums, galleries and 
art schools. 

‘But all these buildings and the arteries of 
transport which connect them may easily demand 
changes in land-ownership, so that the maximum 
use can be made of this little island, in whose 
defence so many will have given their lives. ‘ Land 
is the platform of all human attivity,’ as my 
friend Mr. Pepler says, and even airmen have 
to land. 

This is no idle dream, but unless those now at 
school and in youth organizations grow up with a 
longing to create beautiful cities, no dream can 
come true. Perhaps some of them will be architedts 
or builders or will serve in local government or 
become teachers; but all of them want a home of 
their own, a fine education, happy working con- 
ditions and rest and recreation among the beauties 
of nature. 

It is for this reason that we must all take a share 
in rebuilding, even if it means national service for 
five years. Why not? and what an example to 
the stunted, mechanized German government to 
see a real democracy re-creating its own life. That 
is my dream. You must work out the plans and 
blue-prints. 
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| eyes and mouth shut 






eyes shut but mouth open 





3 eyes and mouth open 





but still 


ASLEEP 


4 look again. The eyes are open 





but see nothing because the child 
is a doll. Millions of people are 
like this doll—they look but they 


don’t see. That’s why the street 7 





opposite is possible. But can 


human beings really enjoy life 
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8 What is the missing word ? 





5 in this kind of neighbourhood ? 


i 








coy 





6 Or would they 7” ‘oe off 
who is going to decide ? 
to decide. 


here ? 


We are 


asking you 


7WHY YOU”? 


Because your country 
IS a 
Tare 


only by the active 
foe) o\-an- 14 e) ame) 

or- Ta 
Dlanned for the benefit 
of the whole community 


it be 





HE missing wordis DEMO- 

CRACY, an ugly one, 

possibly the ugliest in this 
Journal. It is a long word, 
familiar to the child and to the 
man, yet to most men its mean- 
ing is no clearer than to most 
children. Government by the 
Demos, or people—you and me 
that is to say—means in practice 
that we elect representatives, 
called in this country members of 
Parliament, who go up to the 
House of Commons to act for us 
and to administer the affairs of 
the nation as we would wish 
them to be administered; to let it 
be known for instance that we 
mean to fight (rather than let 
the world become Schickel- 
gruber’s football). This pro- 
cedure is called democratic. 
Every adult in his right mind 
(and a good many out of it) is 
supposed to have a say in the 
councils of the nation. 

A nice idea? Not a doubt 
about that, but it is an idea 
which can be abused when 
certain conditions are not 
observed. Of these conditions, 
one, the first, is that we must 
be sufficiently all there to know 
what we want and to judge 
whether the clever gentlemen 
who represent us in Parliament 
are choosing the best means of 
getting it for us. Since we 
control Parliament and Parlia- 
ment controls our destiny, it 
follows that if that destiny 
goes bad on us, as it has shown 


signs of doing, we have 
no one but ourselves to blame. 
It isn’t enough to leave every- 
thing to Parliament, and then 
grumble when something 
happens one doesn’t like. 
Consider. Generations of 
Englishmen have fought for 
freedom, freedom of action, 
freedom of conscience. The 
liberties we accept as laws of 
nature were struggled for 
through centuries by people 
who looked on them as an 
unlikely ideal. Under freedom, 
they thought, the freedom pro- 
vided by a democratic way of 
life, every individual would 
be at liberty to make his 
own personal contribution to 
the common weal and within 
the framework of the common 
law, to enrich the world accord- 
ing to his own ideas and 
capacity. Ideas were seen as the 
real forces behind human con- 
duct, acting like yeast, creating 
out of ferment marvels. 

And they were right. Ideas, 
if not the only thing in life, 
are amongst the really funda- 
mental things. They are like 
yeast. They do perform marvels. 
The whole structure of demo- 
cracy is designed on the under- 
standing that the unhindered 
expression of ideas is vital to 
the growth of society and to the 
health of a nation. The demo- 
cratic system is the political 
structure of men who believe 
in the potency of ideas, and 
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The progress from oppression to anarchy 
have seen such an awful example*) is not more natural, 
than from the ease of freedom and security, to indolence 


and apathy. 


of which we 


Let England beware ; let her guard no less 
against the one, than against 


the other extreme ; they 


generate each other in succession, for apathy invites 
oppression, and oppression is the parent of anarchy. 


LETTER TO H. REPTON, ESQ., FROM SIR UVEDAILE PRICE, 


* The French Revolution. 


who persist in thinking that 
in the realm of ideas no man 
can claim a prerogative. 

And so when I demand my 
rights I am automatically claim- 
ing for my neighbour the right 
to have ideas different to 
mine; and we refrain from 
punching each other over the 
garden wall because we know, 
or think we do, that the battle 
of ideas isn’t to be won in 
that way since it depends on 
powers inherent not in a fist, 
but in ideas themselves. What 
the men who fought for freedom 
didn’t see was that liberty, 
which seemed to them the 
very button upon the cap of 
progress, might create a genera- 
tion free from social ties and 
annoyances to a degree that 
would cause it to overlook both 
its privileges and its responsi- 
bilities. Yet this is what 
happened. Few people to-day 
have any clear idea of the 
privileges they enjoy under 
democracy or any conception 
of the responsibilities they owe, 
except those that are purely 
financial, like taxes. 

There are, of course, those who 
think of democracy as nothing 
but a hollow mockery (the Other 
Camp thinks it is) but whatever 
critics of democracy say no one 
has ever questioned its pre- 
eminence as a jumping off 
ground for ideas. The quint- 
essence of a democratic state 
of things is that the battle of 
ideas shall be carried on as a 
free-fight-for-all on the assump- 
tion that every individual is 
capable of having a good idea, 
and that the best one will win 


N O W 
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in the end. The law, the 
police, and the army are there 
to see no one gets it into his 
head he can put his ideas across 
by bumping off the other side. 
Ideas have their own way of 
realizing themselves. So thinks 
the democrat. 

How does one fight with ideas ? 
Just as one fights with weapons, 
single-handed sometimes ; pre- 
ferably in organized contingents; 
best of all with mechanical 
equipment. Of the mechanized 
army built up for the War of 
Ideas, books might be described 
as the tank division—they are 
mobile and turn up in ones and 
twos in unlikely places, doing 
enormous execution (this issue 
is a whippet, or pocket, tank)— 
but there are many other kinds 
of fighting units with their own 
machinery and _ headquarters 
staffs. The particular H.Q. 
which sponsors what follows is 
known as the Housing Centre, 
and it is made up of people 
(knowing something about how 
good housing could be and how 
bad it is) who feel that if they 
could pass on their ideas to 
enough people, ** public 
opinion” would insist upon 
seeing the standard of housing 
improved. From this improve- 
ment the Housing Centre would 
not profit financially because the 
Housing Centre doesn’t make 
money. It is an example of the 
kind of institution which can be 
set up in a democracy by 
people who want to spread 


- what they think to be the truth, 


and though democratic pro- 
cedure allows them no chance 


+H SE 


to bully or blackmail others 
into sharing their opinion, it 
does give them the right to 
air their opinion and so spread 
it by legitimate idea-machinery 
—of speeches, exhibitions, radio, 
books. 

Now let us go back again for 
a moment to this question of 
responsibility. There is one 
thing everybody has got to get 
wise to, which is that the so- 
called democratic procedure we 
have tried to describe, so dear 
to the hearts of Englishmen and 
Americans, involves responsi- 
bilities as well as privileges. 
Half our present troubles arise 
out of the fact that we thought 
we could have privileges without 
responsibilities, which was silly. 
The individual who isn’t pre- 
pared to take the trouble to 
understand the problems society 
is up against, and to exert 
himself to solve them is a slave, 
not a democrat, and to slavery 
he will return. This is obvious. 
If you and I aren’t prepared 
to go through the necessary 
discipline to understand what’s 
going on we can’t expect to be 
consulted for long. The stock 
joke—Thomas Carlyle’s—about 
England consisting of 27 millions 
mostly fools, 7.e., people without 
valuable ideas (which Ibsen put 
in another way in The Doll’s 
House) is actually the most 
searching piece of criticism the 
democratic principle has ever 
had to face, because it is in fact 
true that the democratic 
principle simply doesn’t work 
for people who are without the 
impulse to think and learn and 
choose. Though most of us 
bolster ourselves up with the 
thought that we have a certain 
amount of common—or horse— 
sense and that we are nice 
and kind to our friends and 
relations, we know all the 
time we are a whole lot more 
ignorant than we ought to be 
about a number of absolutely 
vital things. This is another 
way of saying we are irre- 
sponsible. Well, democracy 
can’t work for the irresponsible. 
There are a few ways in which 
no man can afford to overlook 
his responsibilities any more than 
a railwayman working on the 
line can afford to overlook 
the 8.53, because if he happens 
to stand on the wrong rail he 
may be unlucky. Democracy 
is like that. If you get careless 
as to what it’s all about and why 
it matters, it comes back and 
smacks you down. In days less 
packed than these with drama 
it was easier to miss this truth, 
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but to-day we see two things 
more clearly: that being hard 
up, or living in a slum, or 
having to do uncongenial work, 
or just being bored—states like 
these are the punishment that 
is meted out to one for being 
irresponsible. These at least are 
the personal punishments. The 
collective result of all being 
irresponsible together is bound 
to be nothing less than the 
conquest of our fools’ paradise 
by another, a Nazi paradise 
perhaps, which accepts the fact 
that England consists of s0 
many millions mostly fools— 
or sheep—or both—and sets 
up on top a tough guy, who 
isn’t either, to impose his will 
on the crowd. As Mr. Vernon 
Bartlett said recently, the value 
of democracy to you is that 
as a democrat you have power 
you couldn’t possibly have under 
a dictatorship—unless you were 
the dictator. You have power, 
it is true, but only on condition 
you use it. And you can only 
use that power constructively 
if you know what your particular 
responsibilities are. 

Now one—perhaps the first— 
of your responsibilities is to 
the land you live on. This 
issue is trying to review your 
responsibilities towards that. It 
is called Your Inheritance 
because you do inherit the land 
—it is the one thing that remains 
constant throughout a nation’s 
history ; it is the stuff from 
which the visible history of a 
nation is worked up. Even its 
buildings, even its people, are 
bits of land. What you see 
as you go about therefore really 
is your national inheritance. 
On you as a member of what is 
glibly termed a free democracy 
rests the prime responsibility 
for knowing when the land is 
and is not misused. To know 
what is proper use, and what 
improper use of the land, 
it is important to know its 
history under the hands of those 
who have gone before us, for 
it is their work both good and 
bad that we benefit by, and it 
is according to how we ourselves 
remodel what they have done in 
the town and the country, by 
farming, road making and build- 
ing that we carve out our own 
idea of how life should be lived. 
To-day when every problem 


‘has to be thought out afresh 


it is a practical way of approach 
even to housing, even to 
questions of town and country 
planning to think of them im 
terms of the use—or abuse— 
of land. 
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ficiently perpetrated already.— 


Sir George Stapledon, The Land. 
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towns or our towns as good as our country. 
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A Sutcliffe Speakman Ventilation and 
Air Filtration Unit will provide a 
comfortable atmosphere under all 
conditions and for any length of 
time. Plants suitable for any 
number of persons: electrically 


driven with standby pedal operation. 


Write for full particulars. 





VENTILATION AND AIR FILTRATION UNITS by 


SUTCLIFFE, SPEAKMAN & COMPANY LIMITED 


Telephone: 94, 95, 96 Leigh eac. + LANCASHIRE Grams: ‘“‘Utilization,’’ Leigh, Lancs. 


LONDON OFFICE: 66 Victoria Street, London, S$ W.! 





HOLDERS OF LICENCES TO USE HOME OFFICE CERTIFICATION MARK. LICENCE NOS. Il, IV, V, VI, Vil and XIV 
QARIOA 
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Societies and Institutions 





POST-WAR 
HOUSING 


Following are extracts from a Chadwick 
Trust paper, ‘* Post-War Housing in the 
light of War-Time Experience,” read by 
Mrs. Blaise Gillie, of the Society of Women 
Managers, at a meeting of the Royal Society 
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, held in 
London on December 9. 


HE problems of post-war housing and to 

a certain extent the experience derived 
from the war in connection with housing 
are bound up with the work done in the 
twenty years between the wars. To see 
the problems clearly it is necessary to 
review the work done and to note the mis- 
takes made in that time. The work done 
can be summarized under the following 
heads :— 

1. Four million houses built by public 
authorities, nearly all of them bodies 
who had scarcely built a house prior 
to 1914. 

2. After an initial misunderstanding of 
the problem plans were made to deal 
with slum clearances (1930 Aét), with 
overcrowding (1935 Aét) and the 
provision of communal amenities (1937 
Act 

3. A beginning was made under the 
Central Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee to improve the standards of 
maintenance and management of 
housing estates. 

That is no mean achievement despite the 
body of well-informed criticism that can 
be levelled against it. The chief defects 
of that period as I see them are :— 

Lack of vision in the planning of estates 
so that nearly every town in England now 
possesses a ‘‘ Council housing estate’ of 
mediocre planning and design quite un- 
worthy of the traditions of English archi- 
tecture. 

Bad building particularly in the early 
years due to the urgent necessity for houses 
being met while materials were still scarce 
or inferior in quality after the depredations 
of the last war. f 

Although the problems of slum clearance, 
overcrowding and social amenities were at 
length realised they were always perceived 
much too late, and the problems themselves 
were not treated on a big enough scale. 

The question of the education of some of 
the tenants to a social standard fit for the 
homes they were to live in had been largely 
ignored. 

That was roughly the position on the 
outbreak of war. The cessation of building 
and the redu¢tion in certain of the social 
services has, of course, aggravated it con- 
siderably. The main faés brought to light 
by war-time experience seem to me to be :— 

Evacuation has shown that an enormous 
number of people need a great deal of social 
education to raise them to the lowest mini- 
mum standard of decent living. Although 
this fact was well known to all those working 
in the slums, it has been brought home in 
what one might call a striking manner to 
everyone in England. This is invaluable 
publicity and may prove to be one of the 
greatest contributions made by the war to 
housing. 

Also’ it has been realised that the two 
problems are inextricably conneéted. You 
cannot hope for decent standards until 
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you have decent housing accommodation 
for the people, but the people themselves 
cannot attain to those standards if left to 
themselves in the new houses. 

The enormous increase of neighbourli- 
ness and local co-operation over A.R.P., fire 
fighting, etc., is doing a great deal to break 
down social barriers. Rightly developed 
this should make for more vital democracy 
which, combined with proper public 
control, should simplify some of the more 
difficult aspects of the problem. 

The various experiments in communal 
living that are becoming increasingly part 
of our national life may affeét profoundly 
our way of living, e.g. hostels, school meals, 
nursery centres, communal feeding centres, 
etc. 

Experience in the control, allocation 
and redistribution of materials is con- 
siderable, and if carried over into the post- 
war period would be capable of helping 
us to avoid many of the mistakes made 
last time. 

Provision of temporary dwellings on a 
large scale by the Government for munition 
workers provides a key to an immediate 
solution of the post-war shortage without 
the necessity of blighting our land with the 
erection of too hastily built permanent 
dwellings. 

Experiments in new materials, particu- 
larly plastics, will, if imaginatively used, 
be invaluable for post-war housing. 

The awakening of civic consciousness is 
very real. All sorts and conditions of 
people are aware of some of the faults in 
our social system, and although they may 
have no idea of how they should be put 
right or what they can do to help, are 
perfectly prepared to encourage and sup- 
port plans put forward by others. ; 

And now to the actual problems and 
possibilities of post-war housing. They may 
be summarised under several different 
heads :— 


Publicity.—This should be a much more 
essential part of housing policy than it 
has been in the past. Real interest and 
consultation with the local people will 
make the new building much more a living 
part of the locality in which it is built 
than any amount of planning will do. 

Planning.—This must be done by experts 
and the State must have statutory powers 
to see that the public authority employs 
people of a sufficiently high calibre. 

Design.—The same thing applies but here 
it is largely the architeéts themselves who 
can help. A movement within the R.I.B.A. 
to make work with a public authority both 
popular with, and lucrative for, archited¢ts 
would do an incalculable amount of good. 

Type of dwelling. —The relative merits of 
flats, houses, terrace houses or any other 
form of accommodation must be decided 
by the needs of the locality, the preferences 
of the people who are to live in them and 
the area in which they are to be built. 
They should not be decided by the theoreti- 
cal declamations of people who are pas- 
sionately wedded to one particular type of 
building. 

Materials.—A dislike of the more extreme 
forms of modern architeéture should not 
be allowed to force us into building acres of 
drab houses that belong to no kind of 
architecture. New materials and new 
methods should be tried out and used if they 
are right for the purpose, particularly bearing 
in mind that some of the old materials, e.g. 
wood, may not be available in good enough 
quality. The standardization and mass pro- 





duction of such things as sanitary fittings, 
window frames, tiles, slates, etc., could 
considerably reduce the cost of building. 

Equipment.—The Englishman’s house, 
even if it is his castle, could be considerably 
better equipped without losing anything 
in the process. This raises big issues, such 
as the reduétion of the cost of eleétricity, 
the possibility of the distribution of hot 
water over a wide area, etc., which cannot 
be properly discussed in a leéture of this 
kind but which are essential to a solution 
of the problem. 

Legislation must be sufficiently elastic to 
provide for the ere¢ction of houses, within 
the framework of a good plan, for every 
class by private and public enterprise. The 
speculative builder must not be allowed to 
spoil the balance of a good design by 
building fringes of unsuitable houses on the 
edges. But it should be noted that, despite 
the errors that the speculative and jerry 
builder makes he has, by virtue of his 
trade, a very real knowledge of his cus- 
tomer’s requirements and his co-operation 
should be enlisted and could probably be 
obtained if the building industry is able to 
carry through its much needed programme 
of re-organization. 


C.P.R.E. 


War-time Progress Report, July, 1940— 
July, 1941, has recently been issued by the 
C.P.R.E. Dealing with “ Service Depart- 
ments and the Use of Land,” the Report 
says :— 

“It is the practice of the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings to refer developments 
ein- connection with the siting of Royal 
Ordnance Factories, and the hostel accom- 
modation associated with the factories, to 
the C.P.R.E. for comment. There have 
been more than a hundred of these cases 
during the period under review, all of 
which have been investigated and reported 
on by the C.P.R.E., sometimes with notable 
results. One scheme, for example, in a 
famous potential national park area was 
abandoned altogether as a result of the 
Council’s representations and important 
modifications in many others have resulted. 
It is not, however, possible to refer to these 
activities in detail as the whole of the 
correspondence and reports are secret and 
confidential. The thanks of the Council 
are due to the planning officers and county 
branches for their valuable work in this 
respect. 

“There have been many cases where 
possession has been taken by Service 
Departments of common lands and open 
spaces which have. been used to provide 
sites for factories, camps and other purposes 
in connection with the war. It is essential 
that when hostilities cease, such land shall 
be restored for the public use and enjoy- 
ment.” 


L.C.C. 


At last Tuesday’s meeting of the L.C.C. 
it was announced that Mr. Ewart G. 
Culpen, F.R.I.B.A., had been recommended 
to the Army Council and Air Council for 
appointment on the Territorial Army and 
Air Force Association of the County of 
London, during the term of office ending 
October 31, 1944. 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. T. Forbes MacLennan, F.R.1.B.A., 
has been eleéted Moderator of the High 
Constables and Guard of Honour of 
Holyroodhouse. 
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x WHAT examinations should be taken to become 
a local authority Building Inspector? - 


* 


WHAT is the cure for a damp wall? - - 


*% WHAT are the names of manufacturers of black- 
out shutters for north lights of factory buildings ? 


THE 


ARCHITEC T 3” 
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QO 852 
O 853 


JOURNAL 


INFORMATION 


CENTRE 


HE Information Centre answers 
any question about architecture, 
building, or the professions and 
trades within the building industry. 
It does so free of charge, and its help 
is available to any member of the 


industry. 


Enquirers do not have to wait for an 
answer until their question is published 
in the JOURNAL. Answers are sent 
direct to enquirers as soon as they 
have been prepared. The service is 
confidential; and in no case is the 
identity of an enquirer disclosed to a 


third party. 


Questions should be sent to— 
THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 


45 THE AVENUE, 
CHEAM, SURREY 


Telephone; Vicitant 0087 


QO 852 


ARCHITECT, KENT.—A young foreman 
carpenter working for me .WANTS 
TO BECOME a local authority 
BUILDING INSPECTOR. He has 
good general experience and has been 
general foreman on a number of 
smaller jobs. What steps and examina- 
tions should he take. 


He should take the Institution of 
Municipal and County Engineers’ 
examination for the  Institution’s 
Building Inspector’s certificate. 
Members, Associate Members and 
Students of the Institution are auto- 
matically granted permission to sit 
for the examination, but other persons 
must obtain permission, and should 
apply to the Secretary for the applica- 
tion form | (B.1). Full particulars of 
the examination can also be obtained 
on request. The address of the 
Institution of Municipal and County 
Engineers is 3, Branstone Road, Kew 
Gardens, Surrey. Telephone Rich- 
mond 1576. 


Q 3853 

SURVEYORS, NoTTs.—We were recently 
asked to advise a CURE FOR A 
DAMP WALL caused by a serious 
leak at the side of a chimney breast, 


just below the roof. The wall, when 


we saw it, was saturated with water. 
It seemed to us that there must be 
some defect in the leadwork and the 
gutter behind the chimney, and the 
whole of the flashings were renewed 
to very generous dimensions. 

The damp is appearing again and re- 
examination of the wall seems to show 
that this is due to the action of the 
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hygroscopic salts which have been 
deposited on the face of the plaster 
during the long period of the trouble. 

The damp patches are extending but 
we suppose this can be expected in such 
a case. The wall is papered and 
behind the paper there are in places 
deposits of 1/16th of an inch or so in 
thickness. 

We have recommended the entire 
removal of the paper and thorough 
washing with warm water to remove 
the salt. Can you suggest any further 
treatment to neutralise whatever may 
remain of the salt? 


We quote from a communication we 
have received from the Clay Products 
Technical Bureau of Great Britain, 
Ltd., which we think gives you the 
information you require :— 

(a) ORIGIN: the source of the 
salts can be any or all of the follow- 
ing :—bricks, mortar, plaster, parging 
of flue (which gets impregnated with 
sulphates formed by the action of 
sulphurous flue gases on flue parging). 
Wherever the salts originated they 
have been transported by solution in 
water leaking into the chimney stack 
and through the brickwork and 
plaster, and the evaporation of the 
water at the inner wall face has left 
the salts as an efflorescence beneath 
the wallpaper. 

(b) TREATMENT: whatever the 
origin of the salts may be, the treat- 
ment is the same. (1) The prevention 
of further solution of salts and their 
water-borne transport to the inner 
face of the wall :—this, it is assumed, 
is done, and the leaky chimney 
repaired. (2) The removal of the 
existing efflorescence deposit. Under 
no circumstances must the deposit be 
wetted or washed off. Directly water 
is applied the salts will dissolve and 
be absorbed by the dry plaster and 
brickwork beneath. (N.B.—If it 
were not a relatively dry surface, 
crystallation would not have occurred). 

The deposit must be dry brushed off 
with a stiff scrubbing brush or wire 
brush and scraping with a metal 
tool may be necessary on bad spots. 
This operation will reveal whether or 
not the plastering itself has been 
radically affected: if unsound the 
whole of the plaster should be taken 
down, and the wall replastered with a 
hemihydrate plaster (such as 
“Pioneer” plaster): if still sound, 
only the surface if marred by the 
scrubbing may need finishing with a 
floated Pioneer finish. The wall 
should be re-papered only after the 
plaster has thoroughly dried out. If 
gross efflorescence should reappear, 
then the source of the moisture has 
not been stopped and the faulty 
chimney stack and the d.p.c. should 
be re-examined. 


Q' 854 
SURVEYORS, HERTS.—Can you give us 
some names of manufacturers of 


[Continued on page xiv. 
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BLACK-OUT SHUTTERS for 
north lights of factory buildings. 

The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
210, High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 
Hawkes & Snow Co., Ltd., Birmingham. 
Helliwell & Co., Ltd., Brighouse, Yorks, 
and 68, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
Heywood & Co., Ltd., 39, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. 

Hills Patent Glazing Co., Ltd., Tower 
House, Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 
Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd., 17, Berner 
Street, London, W.1. 

Mellowes & Co., Ltd., Sheffield. 
Paragon Glazing Co., Ltd., 1, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. 

Williams & Williams, Reliance Works, 
Chester. 


ENQUIRER, GLos.—Please could you 
give me particulars regarding brickwork 
in Quetta bond ; the information ts re- 
quired for estimating purposes only. 

What is the price per rod? Per yard 
super, I assume, would be pro rata to 
the price per rod, as also would per ft. 
super. 

Extra over ordinary brickwork in 
Quetta bond for fair face and flush 
joint. Would this be more expensive 
than fair face with a normal bond ? 

Would the usual brickwork labours 
be the same for this type of bond, such 
as plumbing to angles, forming jambs, 
also what percentage increase would 
there be for cutting holes and forming 
holes through walls ? 
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I give below a detail of this bond as 
for 13% in. wall and would be grateful 
for the amount of materials, etc., used. 


We should expect the cost of reduced 
brickwork in your district at the 
present time for this class of work to 
be between £30 and £35 per rod. 
The difference between ordinary bond 
and Quetta bond is problematical. 
The cost of the fine concrete or 
mortar infilling is less than brickwork, 
but there is the extra labour to be 
considered in working to an unusual 
bond, and of building around re- 
inforcing rods. Theoretically we 
would say that there is little difference 
between the cost of ordinary brick- 
work and brickwork in Quetta bond, 
but some estimators might be inclined 
to price the Quetta bond rather 
higher, as it is an unusual item. 

The cost per foot super. and per 
yard super. would be pro rata, thus 
£34 per rod is equivalent to 2s. 6d. 
per foot super. or £1 2s. 6d. per yard 
super. 

The cost of supplying and fixing 
reinforcement is, of course, extra to 
the above. 

We consider that fair face and the 
usual labours on brickwork would be 
the same for Quetta bond as for normal 
bonds. The cost of leaving holes 
through walls would also be the same. 
The cost of cutting holes would un- 
doubtedly be more expensive, as 
cutting through the concrete is more 





difficult than cutting through brick- 
work. In the absence of actual ex- 
perience it is purely a matter for the 
estimator’s judgment, but 25 per cent. 
extra over the cost of cutting holes 
through ordinary brickwork would 
not be unreasonable. 

Assuming that you are using standard 
brick, 22 in. by 8? in. by 4,4 in. with 
3 in. horizontal joints, you would 
require 128 bricks, 1} cu. ft. of mortar 
for beds and joints, and 1} cu. ft. of 
mortar or concrete for infilling, ex- 
clusive of all waste. The quantities 
of cement, sand and aggregate would 
depend upon the mix of mortar and 
concrete specified. 


REFERENCE BACK 
[This section deals with previous 
questions and answers.] 


Q 805 


In answer to this enquiry giving the 
names of manufacturers of pre-cast 
unit construction buildings, we in- 
cluded the name of H. G. Dyke, of 
14, Langham Place, London, W.1. 
We have been asked to state that the 
temporary address is now “ Oak- 
lands,’ Chesham Road, Amersham, 
Bucks. 
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Leonard-Thermostatic Valves 
have been widely adopted for all 
of group washing in schools, evacuation 
emergency 
hospitals, public baths, naval and millitary 
establishments, factories and hostels, 


Leonard-Thermostatic 


water mixing valves for 








Y 


weariness. 


Leonard 


etc., 
hold 


correct spinal 


types 


work; in Seating to— 


EVERTAUT 





61.826 


» COLUMN SEATING 


Which sndermines workers health ¢ morale 


AND-GET 100 QF YOUR WORKERS EFFORT 


By installing Evertaut Steel Works Seating 
you put an end to lost production through 
Output immediately increases 
and is maintained. EVERTAUT Chairs and 
Stools are scientifically designed to give 
support 
fatigue and strain. 
and sturdily built to give many 
years of satisfactory service. 


Send to-day for informative literature 
dealing with EVERTAUT Steel Works 


eVERTAUr 


LIM TED 
Proprietors J.B. Brooks & Co. Ltd. 


STEEL WORKS SEATING 


LTD. WALSALL ROAD. PERRY 


They are comfortable 







and eliminate 





BARR. BIRMINGHAM 22 


Longleys 











REINFORCED 
CONCRETE 


THE TRUSSED CONCRETE 
STEEL CO., LTD. 
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WRITE FOR 
CATALOGUE A.J.20) 
AND COMPLETE 
SERIES OF 


\ SEE OUR EXHIBIT 
" BUILDING CENTRE 


THE SUNLOING CENTRE 


CONSTRUCTORS SXEt 


CONSTRPGza aes 
NICKEL WORKS 
ERDINGTON 











British Made 


adh y VAY | 


— ise 


“NSU LITE’ 


(SPECIALLY TREATED ENGLISH CLAYS ) 


HEAT) INSULATION 


FOSALSIL FOSALSIL 


Flue Bricks No. | Aggregate 


FOSALSIL FOSALSIL 


No. 6F Calcined Plastic Insulating 
Powder Composition 


INSULITE Partition Blocks 


Our fb ye ood Statf will be glad to help 
with your insulating problems 


“MOLER PRODUCTS L° 


COLCHESTER $s 











“Cheml-Sealed™ TURQUOISE Pencils alone offer you all 
these advantages. Grading as uniformly accurate as the 
markings on your slide rule, leads that remain satin- 
smooth to the last inch, points that cannot be broken in 
normal use and reproduction quality that gives lines so 
opaque that perfect blue prints can be made direct from 
your pencil tracings. For personal proof of TURQUOISE 
quality write on business heading for FREE sample set, 
stating degrees required and name of your usual supplier. 
5d. each, 4/8 doz. (including tax). From your usua] Supplier. 
Why Turquoise are better. 

The lead in evePy pencil bearing EAGLES “Chemi Sealed” 

our Registered Trade Mark 

Chemi-Sealed” is covered with Ti IF WITISE E 
an impervious film (patented pro- 

cess) to which glue adheres perfectly, 

a lead and — into a 

single unit so strong that point- 

breakage is normally possible D 4 A Wi N G is) E N C I L $ 
MADE IN ENGLAND BY EAGLE PENCIL COMPANY, LONDON, N.1I7 


17 DEGREES: 68. 58. 48. 3B. 2B. B. HB. F. H. 2H. 3H. 4H. SH. GH. 7H. 6H. SH 
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‘CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements should be addressed to the Advt. 
Manager, ‘‘ The Architects’ Journal,” 45 The Avenue, 
Cheam, Surrey, and should reach there by first post 
on Monday morning for inclusion in the following 
week’s paper. 

Replies to Box Numbers should be addressed 
care of ‘‘ The Architects’ Journal,” 45 The Avenue, 
Cheam, Surrey. 


Public and Official Announcements 


Six lines or under, 8s.: each additional line, 1s. 


The Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors maintains a register of qualified architects 
and surveyors (including assistants) requiring posts, 
and invites applications from public authorities and 
rivate practitioners having staff vacancies. Address : 
5 Eaton Place, London ,S.W.1. Tel.: Sloane 56 a 
99 


Architectural Appointments Vacant 

Advertisements from Architects requiring Assist- 
ants or Draughtsmen, and from Assistants and 
Draughtsmen seeking positions in Architects’ offices 
will be printed in “* The Architects’ Journal” free 
of charge until further notice. Other ‘* Appoint- 
ments Vacant”? and ‘‘ Wanted” will be found 
under later headings, and are subject to the charges 
given under each heading. 

Wherever possible prospective employers are urged 
to give in their advertisement full information about 


December 25, 1941 


the duty and responsibilities involved, the location 
of the office, and the salary offered. The inclusion 
of the Advertiser's name in lieu of a box number is 
welcomed. 





ASSISTANT required by London Chartered Surveyor. 
Must be efficient in Measurement of Builders work and 
preparation of Constructive and Working Drawings. 
Permanent and progressive position for right man. 


Box 356. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT required—Liver 
pool district. Important priority work State particulars 
of experience and salary required, and when free. 
Box 383 


Architectural Appointments Wanted 
ARCHITECTS’ ASSISTANT 23, Belfast born, 


military exemption 2 years. University, Architectural 
and Technical Institute t ing, experience on site and 
office, wide business experience and used to responsi- 
bility. desires position offering scope and opportunity. 
Prefers outdoor position such as responsible position on 
site. Can drive car. Reply ‘“ Architect,’’ 11 Little 
Britain Street, Dublin, Eire. 324 





A.R.LB.A., wide ex; 
specialised in factories 
appointment where ex 
and quantity surveying can 







e in all types of work 
hospitals, requires executive 
is architect, surveyor 

be fully utilised. Box 361. 





DRAUGHTSMAN SEEKS POST, London or 
Provinces. Experienced Royal Ordinance factories, 
hostels, A.R.P., working drawings and details. Box 365 


YOUNG MAN, just 18 years, desires to enter archi- 
tectural profession London d t. Has had 2) years 
structural engineering exper eas draughtsman and now 
undergoing training at Arts and Building School. 
Box 364. 












QUALIFIED ARCHITECT, age 27, single, requires 
responsible position on work of national importance, 
Experience of factory dispersal work and temporury 
hutment camps. Prepared to travel. Thoroughly 
experienced in preparation of plans, specifications, etc. 
Capable surveyor and leveller. Able to direct and 
supervise in office or on site. Salary by arrangement. 
Box 368. 


SURVEYOR, qualified (building sub-division), seeks 
position in Liverpool district. Experience includes 
surveying and levelling, measurement, drainage, work- 
ings and detail drawings, etc. Box No. 367. 


QUANTITY SURVEYING, ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANT (21), wage £7 per week, medical 
exemption, Student Royal Institute of British Architects, 
Student Institute of Quantity Surveyors, Student 
Institute of Engineering Technology; 6 years’ experi- 
ence including 4 years’ Articles to Architect, 3 years in 
Quantities (1 year abstracting and billing, 2 years’ final 
measure by Standard Method of permanent buildings), 
desires progressive and responsible position of National 
Importance with appreciative employers, preferably 
within 20 miles radius of Preston, Lancs. Box No. 369. 


BUILDING SURVEYOR AND CHARTERED 
ARCHITECT (33), school-trained, seeks essential 
work in either capacity, Leeds or Bradford district. 
Experienced in all branches. (At present in Local 
Government employment). Salary by arrangement. 
Box 371. 


SURVEYS. Schedules of dilapidations, war damage 
reinstatement, etc. Qualified senior assistant offers 
part-time services in London area. Box No. 370. 


SENIOR ARCHITECT would be glad of position. 
All-round experience including quantities and surveys. 
Box 375. 


Classified Advertisements continued on page xviii. 








Phone : 3685 (3 lines). 





BURTON-ON-TRENT 





THE MIDLAND JOINERY WORKS Ltd. 


Architects can rely on a quality unmatched, by men who have learnt their craft. 


Grams : ** Midjoin ’’ Burton-on-Trent. 

















By Appointment 
to 1.8 late 
King George V. 








The 


of 


in 


EN-TOUT-GAS. = 


deve COMFORT 


LARGEST MAKERS THE SUFFERING 


HARD TENNIS COURTS 


GREAT BRITAIN 

















EXPERTS AND MATERIAL 
READY THE MOMENT 
THE V DAY ARRIVES 




















Telegrams : 
EN-TOUT-CAS 





THE EN-TOUT-CAS CO. LTD. 
SYSTON, LEICESTER 














Telephones : 
86177 (3 lines 








SYSTON 





SYSTON 


Give to the Duke of Gloucester’s 
Red Cross and St. John Fund— 


and give a little extra. 


Contributions should be sent to 


the Fund at 


St. James’s Palace, 


London, S.W.1. 
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E-C-M:WINDING GEAR 


HIS winding gear and brake are the fundamentals of ECM reliability. 
Their immense strength is equal to any emergency. ECM designers 
are now engaged on war-time problems of great complexity and 
many new ideas which may not be revealed publicly have been 
perfected and are available to architects and engineers on enquiry. 














DIRECT-COUPLED ELECTRIC WINDING 
GEAR. ECM Self-Lubricated Gear with motor 
and brake mounted on bedplate forming one 
unit. Designed and manufactured to fine 
limits to work on heavy and continuous duty. 


Tate 


ECM is the name 
of the Best Lift 


ETCHELLS, CONGDON & MUIR, LTD. 
ANCOATS, MANCHESTER 


Telephone : Ardwick 4111 And Branches 
LONDON LIVERPOOL BIRMINGHAM EDINBURGH SHEFFIELD 






Silent A.C. Electric Brake with 
Solenoid immersed in Oil Tank, 














NO VISION OF THE FUTURE IS COMPLETE WITHOUT M°CALL S 

















In the plans for reconstruction McCalls . will 
play their part as designers of reinforced 





concrete structures and manufacturers of steel] DESIGN SERVICE. Om heen 
HN H soleimcemnene. service is at the call of all who are con- 
Ea cerned with concrete construction. 





At OBAR McCALL & CO. (SHEFFIELD) LTD. 
TEMPLEBOROUGH °* ‘SHEFFIELD 


WELDED FABRIC REINFORCEMENT London Office : 8& 10 Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1 








M. 19. 
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LADY DRAUGHTSMAN (27), desires post, tive years 
full-time School of Art,*five years drawing office experi- 
ence. All types working drawings and perspectives. 
Box No. 362. 


YOUNG LADY requres position in drawing office ; 
age 19; 2} years’ experience ; 2 years Technical College 
training; North West London district preterred ; 
tracing, colouring and scale drawings from sketches. 
Box No. 374. 


YOUNG ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT desires 
employment; exempt on medical grounds. Much 
experience constructional camouflage. Models and 
perspectives. Highest refs. Box 376. 


QUANTITY SURVEYING ASSISTANT (193), 
exempt military service, seeks position with Chartered 
Surveyor, London or Middlesex area preferred. Two 
vears’ training at Regent Street Polytechnic (Day) 
School of Architecture, one year with firm of chartered 
architects; student C.S.I. Salary 3 guineas. Free 
January. Box 377. 


DRAUGHTSMAN, over military age, requires position. 
Experienced in Maintenance, repair and War Damage 
Survey. Used to interior and perspective. Box 378. 


YOUNG MAN, 17 years, desires to enter architectural 
profession, London district. College education, R. Hatton, 
70, Rosendale Road, S.E.21. 354 


CLERK OF WORKS (disengaged) extensive experience, 
expert knowledge all trades. Highest London references. 
C. Staples, 49, Highview Avenue, Edgware, Middlesex. 


358 


ARCHITECT AND SURVEYOR, qualified and 
registered with over 18 years’ experience of domestic 
and commercial buildings, will undertake preparation of 
specifications and plans for reinstatement of war- 
damaged buildings in accordance with the War Damage 
Commission, or with license. Moderate charges. Box 359. 


YOUTH, aged 14, just left school seeks opening in 
Architect's office. Gordou Lewis, 75, Cavendish 
Mansions, Holborn, E.C.1. 379 


SOUTH OF IRELAND ARCHITECT'S ASSIST- 
ANT seeks position, 14 years’ experience in the 
preparation of sketch plans, working drawings, details, 
specifications, surveving and levelling. Salary by 
arrangement. Box 380. 


A.R.LB.A. over military age, has facilities for working 
in spare time. Surveys, working drawings for factories, 
munition works, workshops, industrial buildings, ete., et« 
Box 382. 


BUILDING AND QUANTITY SURVEYOR (25), 
unlikely to be called up on medical grounds, requires 
change of employment, preferably to Birmingham 
Good all-round experience in all branches of surveying 
and architectural work. Box 381 


SENIOR ASSISTANT, qualitled A.R.I.B.A., P.A.S.L., 
urgently requires spare-time work in London. | Surveys, 
working and detail drawings, specifications, war damage 
schedules and estimates prepared with minimum super- 
vision. Box 384 or Tel. Rodnev 4496. 


Other Appointments Wanted 
Four lines or under, 2s. 6d.; each additional line 6d. 


QUANTITIES. Experienced Surveyor (over military 
age), in private practice with office in quiet N. West area, 
invites confidential enquiries from firms requiring 
assistance on work of national importance. Box 715. 


The Proprietors of The Architects’ Journal have 
placed this space at the “oo of the British Legion 
Officers’ Association, Employment Bureau, 20 
Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1 (Tel.: Sloane 
2315), to whom all replies should be addressed, quoting 
number of advertisement, date of insertion, and the name 
of this paper. 


MASTER BUILDER (M.Inst.R.A.) ; assistant architect 
and surveyor ; general foreman or clerk of works ; age 40; 
married, 3249/ A ‘A EN 


Journat for December 25, 





1941 


EX-OFFICER : (1914-1919) aged 43, general building 
knowledge; 10 years contact with Councils, Architects, 
Builders : reinforced concrete and scale model specialist ; 
controlled own and other works ; desires progressive post 
of responsibility. Dis. 456 

In addition to the above-mentioned, the Officers’ 
Association Employment Bureau has on the Register 
a large number of ex-officers of various qualifications, 
and the Secretary would be very grateful if Employers 
would 7.x! ~— to him at 20 Grosvenor Gardens, 
London, S.W. articulars of any vacancy they may 
have pod hg * Pelephone : Sloane 2315. 


Miscellaneous 


Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 


A. J. BINNS, LTD., specialists in the supply and fixing 
of all types of fencing, tubular guard rail, * actory parti- 
tions and gates. 53, Great arlborough Street, W.1. 
Gerrard 4223-4224-4225. 

SPECIFICATIONS AND BILLS OF QUANTITIES, 
etc., expeditiously and accurately typed or duplicated. 
Translations and Facsimile, Typewriting. All work 
treated confidentiall Miss G. Saunders, Typewriting 
Bureau, 17, Dacre Toy Westminster, 5.Wi. Tele- 


phone: Whitehall 2605. 


Educational Announcements 
Four lines or under, 4s; each additional line, 1\s. 


R.I.B.A. QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS 


Mr. C. W. Box, F.R.1.B.A., M.R.San.I. 
Short Term Wartime Tuition Arranged. 
Courses by Correspondence and Personal in Studio. 
115, Gower St., London, W.C.1. Telephone : Euston 3906 


R.LB.A. AND T.P. INST. EXAMS. Private Courses 
ot tuition by correspondence arranged by Mr. I.. Stuart 
Stanley, M. ; ® F.R.1I.B.A., M.T.P.I. Tutor, St. Catherine's 
‘ ollege, Cambridge. 231 


For Sale 


Four lines or under, 4s. ; each additional line, 1s. 
FOR SALE. Complete set of issues of THE ARCHITEC- 
TURAL Review, 191471922. What offers? Box F.P.R. 344 


it’s the least 
you can do— 


GIVE ONE PENNY EACH 
WEEK TO HELP THE 
RED CROSS CARE 
FOR THE WOUNDED 


@ Start a ‘Penny-a-week’ scheme where you 
work, Send a post-card to the Lord Mayor of 
London, Mansion House, E.C.4, for full detail 





STEELWORK BY 


SHARMAN 


SWAN WORKS, HANWORTH, MIDDX, 
"Phones : Feltham 3007. Sunbury 2367. 





BRAITHWAITE 
PRESSED STEEL TANKS 


BRAITHWAITE & CO., ENGINEERS, Ltd. 
Londen office, Temporary address 
35, KINGS HOUSE, HAYMARKET, S.W.1 
Telephone, WHI 3993. Telegrams : Bromkirk-Phoa 





| ELECTRIC [im 


ELUSUO*. AR 


See Information BOWITCHGEAR | Nos. 411, 414& 415 . 
Copies obtained from : 
GEORCE eLirsote' LTD. PERRY BARR, BIRMINGHAM 2 








ARENS WINDOW CONTROLS 


THE MODERN METHOD OF OPERATING ALL 
TYPES OF VENTILATORS 


NO UNSIGHTLY RODS, _ LEVERS OR CORDS, ETC, 


SEND FOR INFORMATION SHEET No. 441 


ARENS CONTROLS LIMITED 
Tunstall Rd., East Croydon. ADDiscombe 3051-2-34 




















Wm. OLIVER & SONS, Ltd. 
(of Bunhill Row), 12/13 Bow Lane, E.C.4 
Genuine Austrian Oak 


Thoroughly Seasoned Hardwoods 
in all thicknesses 


English Oak and Walnut 


Plywood Panels 
Veneered in all woods 
EMPIRE WOODS 























A.R.P. and LINOLEUM 


A booklet describing tests made on 
the protection afforded by LINOLEUM 
against INCENDIARY BOMBS will be 
supplied gratis on application to: 


The Secretary, Linoleum & Floorcloth Manu- 
facturers’ Association, Staines, Middlesex 

















SHARP BROS. & KNIGHT LID. 


(SBR 


Joinery Manufacturers, 


BURTON-ON-TRENT 


~ 


w - 








Tel. 15690, Hull (5 lines) 


MATERIALS FOR AIR RAID DAMAGE REPAIRS 


ROOFING & A.R.P. FELT 


WALLBOARDS - 


PLASTER BOARDS : 


ASBESTOS : 


< GLASS REPLACEMENT FABRIC (FIRE RESISTING) : 


MILLER BROS. (Hull) LTD. Myton St., HULL 





*Grams ‘‘ Plywood * Hull 


DOORS - 
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